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1. The establishment of the agreement to the «Al-Muhaidib Institute 

for Islamic Studies» 

 

 

1.1. Subject 

According to the document signed on the first days of April by the Al-Muhaidib 

Benevolent Foundation and the Universidade Lusófona de Humanidades e 

Tecnologias (ULHT): 

The «Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies» at the Universidade 

Lusófona de Humanidades e Tecnologias (ULHT) was created by the 

Rector and the Administration university on November 8th, 2013, with 

the support of the Al-Muhaidib Family. 

Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies is part of the area of Science of 

Religions (Bachelor, Masters and Research). 

 

1.2. General Objectives 

The general objectives set out by the two institutions agreed to establish this 

institute are: 
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Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies at ULHT, integrated in the area 

of Science of Religions, is one of the windows of the common coexistence 

of diverse cultures. The Institute will be a platform to bring in the best 

way, the understanding of Arabic and Islamic cultures among 

Portuguese speaking people. 

The Portuguese-speaking countries cover an area of approximately 11 

million Km2 with over 225 million speakers. It is necessary to intensify 

efforts to cover this population with activities promoting bridges that 

bring cultures together and correct any prejudices, which is after all the 

common goal sought by the Al-Muhaidib Family and the ULHT: working 

 for the good and happiness of mankind . 

This guideline aims to determine the mechanisms of actions within Al-

Muhaidib Islamic institute and the definition of its importance, mission, 

objectives and the rights and duties of its employees and of those who 

support it. 

 

1.3. Specific Objectives 

For the five years of the contract, the specific objectives of the Al-Muhaidib 

Institute of Islamic Studies ULHT are: 

1. Developing a culture of difference and intellectual creativity and global 

development. 

2. Strengthening Islamic-Christian ties through a culture of mutual respect, 

and approaching the view of the Islamic perspective in Portugal and the 

Portuguese-speaking countries. 
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3. Develop International Programs for Masters and PhD in Islamic Studies, 

which are opened to the entire world population, with special emphasis to 

the citizens of Portuguese-speaking countries. 

4. Attract a large number of researchers and people interested in Islamic 

studies, benefiting from the best of their multifaceted.  

5. Optimum investment of human competencies (non-Muslims) to participate 

in clarifying the true image of Islam and Muslims. 

6. Contribute to the enrichment of human knowledge in the field of Islamic 

studies and disseminating knowledge and Islamic culture in Portugal and 

the Portuguese-speaking countries. 

7. Production of distinct scientific research in Islamic studies, with worldwide 

prestige. 

8. Support for graduate Studies and strengthening their capacity to make a 

generation of qualified researchers in Islamic studies and graduating a 

number of imams professionals to contribute to in serving the humanity in 

general the development of ties of respect and a Culture of Peace. 

9. Support the Studying of the Arabic language. 

10. Creating a database on Islamic Heritage and Islamic influence in Portugal. 

11. Editing a "Teacher's Book" to be distributed to all teachers of History and 

Philosophy of Portuguese-speaking countries, with the aim of providing the 

basic knowledge to present the history, culture and religion of Islam to 

students. 
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Crossing the general and the specifics goals, the work developed at the Al-Muhaidib 

Institute for Islamic Studies has followed the guide lines shown in the next pages. 

We have two essential ways to persecute the established objectives: one of them is 

centered around the programs for post-graduate studies, and the other more 

connected with information for the public in general. If one is concerned with the 

specialization studies, the other has its focus on wider knowledge about Islam for the 

population in general.  

It is thought that only with the proper articulation between teaching and research we 

can create a strong speech on peace and dialogue. 

 

1.4. The «Press Release» / the presentation to the all community 

Signed in the first days of April, the university has sent a Press Release to the 

newspapers redactions, with the presentation of the objectives. The text of this 

document, trying to show the aim of the project, says: 

In this times of instability, were we can hear so many people talking 

about "clash of civilizations", the Universidade Lusófona de  

Humanidades e Tecnologias (ULHT), at Lisbon, and the Al-Muhaidib 

family have signed an agreement to the creation of a research center on 

islamic studies, with a focus on the dialogue and respect. 

The Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies, integrated in the area of 

Science of Religions, want to be a window of the common coexistence of 

diverse cultures. The Institute will be a platform to bring in the best way, 

the understanding of Arabic and Islamic cultures among Portuguese 

speaking people. 
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The signature of this agreement was reproduced in some media: 

- See at the «Notícias ao minuto» [Ing.: News at the minute] (30 April): 

http://www.noticiasaominuto.com/pais/383709/familia-saudita-financia-

centro-de-estudos-islamicos-em-lisboa 
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2. Teaching and courses 

 

 

2.1. Master degree in «Religious Studies» 

In the Master’s Degree in Religious Studies, this year, we have offered to the students 

a subject supported by the research of the Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies: 

- Socio-anthropology of Contemporary Islam  

 Prof. Filomena Barros (senior professeur) 

 

The subject was well received by the students, and in the next year we will increase it 

with some other offers. 

 

2.2. Master degree in «Theology» 

With the effort of the rectory and the administration of the university, we have started 

the process to present this year the proposal of a Master's degree in Theology to the 

Ministry of Higher Education. 

The aim will be the development of the dialogue between Christians and Muslims 

(which is the basis of this Institute). 

The Master's course will have two variants / specializations: one in Islamic Theology 

and another in Christian Theology. However, part of the course will be common for 
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both specializations. The students will have some classes together; the students of 

Christian theology will have Islamic theology classes, and the same with the other 

specializations.  

Our desire is to create a completely new course in the world, to give many good fruits 

in the dialog field and religious respect. 

The Imam of the Central Mosque of Lisbon, Sheikh David Munir, who agreed to direct 

the course, is working with all team. 

 

2.3. Course about «Islam» in Brazil 

Using an agreement with a local college, in the first week of May we have taught a 

course on Islam in a master's degree in Religious Studies.  

The class works in the city of S. Luiz, state of Maranhão, in the North of Brazil, and the 

course was intended by religious leaders, essentially Christians (evangelicals). 

The course had been attended by 35 students. 
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3. Cultural and academic events 

 

 

3.1. The Al-Mu’tamid Philosophy Club 

Prior to the creation of the Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies, the Al-Mu'tamid 

Philosophy Club was an important part of the activities between the Universidade 

Lusófona and the Islamic Community of Lisbon. 

These debates were an important way to show how the Muslim community is open to 

the surrounding society. In all the discussions there were more than sixty participants, 

people of various faiths. We emphasize the participation of some VIP, especially 

former Ministers, Mayors, and the former President Jorge Sampaio. 

 

8th July | Subject: “Quran frankly” 
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Speakers: 

António Dias Farinha (Historian | Scholar) 

Sheikh David Munir (Imam, Central Mosque of Lisbon) 

Friar Fernando Ventura (Franciscan | Theologian and biblical scholar) 

Joaquim Franco (Journalist) 

 

11th May 
Subject: 

“Challenges to Religious Freedom and relations between religions and the States in 

Lusophone Spaces” 

  
Speakers: 

Vera Jardim (Former Minister of Justice) 

Carlos André Cavalcanti (Scholar | Federal University of Paraíba, Brazil) 

Jorge Bacelar Gouveia (Scholar | Constitutionalist) 
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24th November 

Subject: 

«The self-proclaimed Islamic State, the refugees and the challenges posed to 

Europe» 

 

  

Speakers: 

Pedro Calado (High Commissioner for Migration) 

Rui Pereira (Former Minister of Internal Affairs) 

Abdool Vakil (President of the Islamic Community of Lisbon) 

Ziyaad Yousef (Assistant to President Jimmy Carter in the US, journalist on the BBC 

World Service, leader of the international NGO Save the Children in Jerusalem) 

Sheikh David Munir (Imam, Central Mosque of Lisbon) 

 
  

3.2. The International Congress of Religious Studies  

During the International Congress of Religious Studies, in Lisbon, in May, the Al-

Muhaidib Institute has organized a visit with all the congressists at the Central Mosque 

of Lisbon. More than 400 Brazilians scholars have participated in this visit. 

For the biggest part of them, it was the first time they have visited a mosque. 
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The visit to the Central Mosque of Lisbon, guided by the Imam, Sheikh David Munir 

   

 

 

 

The visit, guide by Sheikh David Munir 
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4. Research 

 

 

4.1. Pedagogical project with the Portuguese Association of History Teachers 

Presentation:  

In 2014, we signed an agreement with the Portuguese professional association of 

history teachers. With this partnership we have started an important work field: the 

production of pedagogical materials to use in schools.  

As we said in the presentation of this project, like in a great part of the western world, 

the history of Islam and the Islamic culture are not yet well understood by our 

students. With this project we will give to the teachers good instruments to do a 

quality work in the class room. 

With the focus in the "History Curricula", the project with this association intends to 

establish the principal faults of the official curriculum. We are doing the same analysis 

in the approved teaching manuals.  

We are writing the final document to send to the Ministry of Education, to get the 

approval for the new guidelines to be followed by all Portuguese teachers. 

 

Products: 

The three immediate products from this project are: 



Universidade Lusófona – Religious Studies 

Al-Muhaidib Institute for Islamic Studies – Activities Report – 2015 

 

15 

- A document with the guidelines to the teachers (a pedagogical kit, materials 

to help teachers in the class room); 

- A monograph document with a synthesis of Islamic History to help the teachers; 

- A web site with the all documents; 

All of them will be finished in 2016 for use in the Portuguese schools. 

 

4.2. Data base of Islamic Heritage -  “Islamic Heritage Database” 

As in the last year, we have, two researchers working full time in a main project which 

is a database of Islamic heritage in Portugal.   

 

Presentation: 

In the project “Islamic Heritage Database” we present a list of Islamic heritage in 

Portugal (Including contemporary heritage of Islamic influence), already built and 

existing in museums, with its methodical description, in systematic records. 

In Europe some projects focusing on "Master Pieces" have already taken place. But this  

is the first time that a country meets all this information in a systematic way, allowing 

knowledge and access in a correct manner of the extent of Islamic heritage and 

identity in national and European history. 

 

Objectives: 

Conscious that knowledge is the only way to build a society ruled by dialogue and 

mutual respect, the project “Islamic Heritage Database” intends to be an instrument 

available to the entire Lusophone society, with the goal to enable the contact with the 

Islamic heritage existent in Portugal. 
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Far from being the heritage of a minority, the Islam that was developed in what is 

today Portugal, was central and primal in terms of culture, science and society. That 

Islam cannot only be linked to a mental space related to words “curiosity” or “exotic”. 

That Islam is part of the cultural womb and identity and must therefore be studied, 

understood and given reach to all citizens. 

This is the role of this project that introduces, at this point, the first stage of the survey 

of the Tangible Heritage, which will be followed by the Intangible Heritage in both 

terms of language and tradition. 

 

The data base: 

In this moment we have finished the first step of the research, and we have more than 

900 completed sheets in the data base. 

The Website is in the link below:  

http://patrimonioislamico.ulusofona.pt/index.php 

 

Some images of the web site: 

  

Home page Search menu 

http://patrimonioislamico.ulusofona.pt/index.php
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Example: Paderne castel (1) Example: Paderne castel (2) 

NOTE: 

The presentation of the “Islamic Heritage Database” will take place in 2016. We have 

the desire to accomplish this presentation in the Castle of St. Jorge, in Lisbon. For that, 

we have already contacted the castle’s management and obtained the necessary 

authorization. 

 

Positive reactions: 

Given the visibility that this project has, through thousands of visits to the web site and 

the database, we are receiving many requests for support to the study and safeguard 

Islamic heritage in Portugal. 

For example, the publication online "Portal da Estrela", from the central region of the 

country, has published on its web site a call for local and regional authorities to 

develop partnerships with the Al-Muhaidib Institute. 

See the “call” at:   

http://www.portadaestrela.com/index.asp?idEdicao=432&id=18778&idSeccao=4128&

Action=noticia 

http://www.portadaestrela.com/index.asp?idEdicao=432&id=18778&idSeccao=4128&Action=noticia
http://www.portadaestrela.com/index.asp?idEdicao=432&id=18778&idSeccao=4128&Action=noticia
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4.3. Lisbon’s Castel flyer 

 

  

 

The monument: 

Lisbon is one of the most visited cities in the world. With thousands of tourists each 

day, the ancient castle is the most visited monument in the city. 

The castle is a construction that comes, essentially, from the Islamic period, offering to 

the public an important museum with the Islamic materials. The fortification, built by 

the Islamic authorities in the mid-11th century, was the last defensive stronghold for 

the elite who resided in the citadel, namely the governor whose palace was nearby, 

and the elite city administrators whose homes are visible today in the Archaeological 

Site. 

After Dom Afonso Henriques conquered Lisbon on October 25th, 1147, to become the 

first king of Portugal, the Castle began its golden age as home for the royalty. The old 

Moorish period buildings were modified and enlarged to receive the King, his court 

and the bishop, as well as the Royal Archives in one of the castle towers. Once the 

Portuguese kings had transformed the Castle into a royal palace in the 13th century, it 

was chosen to receive many notable Portuguese and foreign figures, as well as hold 

festivities as well as coronations during the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries. 
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The translation: 

The Lisbon Municipality has asked us to translate all the materials offered in the castle 

to Arabic language, doing an important help to the recognition of the importance of 

Islamic culture in the European identity. 

The translation is already finished, waiting for the edition. 
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5. Scientific advisory and media 
 
 
 

5.1. Advisory at the magazine «Visão» 
 
The position of the Institute is solid and already a respectable institution for advice in 
the Islamic issues. 
 
Image of the quality of our work at the Institute, we were invited to be part of the 
«Advisory Board» of the most important weekly newspaper. 
  
More than write several times in this newspaper, the most important part of this 
recognition is the possibility to change some editorial approaches. 
 
For example: the director of this newspaper asked me saying that the chief-editor 
want to publish an article about Islam. Nothing wrong until she told me that they want 
to put in the front page an image of the Prophet. 
 
She wanted to ask for advice on the subject. Naturally, I give her my position on the 
subject of religious respect. After a long conversation, they have decided another 
cover page. 
 
 

5.2. Presence in the newspapers and TV 
 

Today is very important collaborate with the media to transmit a correct image of 
Islam.  

In January, we were called several times by some important TV stations to give a view 
over some questions related to the perception of Islam. We were present at TVI and 
SIC channels, in the 9th January. 

Indeed, after the attacks at Paris we were invited to the two most important TV 
channels to talk about that. I always put the focus in a correct way of looking to Islam, 
telling them that the Europe cannot look for Islam as if the Muslims were all terrorists. 
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At the 1st of April, we were another time at the RTP2 channel, to a program called 
"Civil Society", to talk about the actuality, but essentially about the attacks in Paris and 
the Daesh. 

 http://www.rtp.pt/play/p1832/e190027/sociedade-civil 

 

 

But the most important work of the Institute took place in the press, where we have 
published the follow texts: 

 

At the newspaper Público: 

 "O Direito à Memória, ou quando “do alto destas pirâmides, 40 séculos de 
História nos contemplam!”" [The right to memory, or when from the top of 
these pyramids, 40 centuries of history contemplate you], 10 mar. 2015. 

 "A lição de uma folha escrita no deserto, ou como Maomé protege os cristãos" 
[The lesson of a sheet written in the desert, or as Muhammad protects 
Christians], 29 mar. 2015. 

 "As “invasões bárbaras” ao espelho de nós mesmos" [The “barbarian 
invasions” at the mirror of ourselves], 24 ago. 2015. 

 "O naufrágio de Ulisses" [The shipwreck of Ulysses], 29 set. 2015. 

 "Atirar Jesus aos leões ou as alianças muçulmanas no futebol, ou de como a 
religião entrou no léxico mais banal" [Taking Jesus to the lions, the Muslim 
alliances in football, or how religion is used in sport], 27 out. 2015. 

 "Os desafios que se colocam aos europeus muçulmanos" [The challenges faced 
by European Muslims], 29 nov. 2015. 

 

At the magazine Visão: 

 "O que quer afinal o Daesh?" [Ultimately, what Daesh want?], 20 nov. 2015. 

 

 

5.3. The academic service for the Syrian refugees 

In order to participate in the effort of reception and integration of refugees in Europe, 
our university decided to create a support plan, giving the possibility to all those who 
are welcomed into Portuguese institutions to study in our university. 

Our support is only in the academic environment, helping those who left school to 
restart it here at our university. It will be a bureaucratic and scientific help. 
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Right now we are still awaiting the European authorities for the distribution of great 
part of the refugees stationed in Italy and Greece (only 50 arrived to Portugal, and 
none of them need our academic support). 

In Portugal, we wait some hundred of refugees in the next months. Then we can start 
to make our support, helping those refugees to restart the studies in Portugal, in the 
graduations areas they have abandoned. 

Our support will be documental, inside the university. 

The Al-Muhaidib Institute appears as a partner. 
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Lisbon, January 2016. 

 

Paulo Mendes Pinto 

 


